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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Before examination please amend the above identified 
application as follows: 

Insert the following after the title: 
—This application is a continuation of U.S. Application 
Serial No. 09/365, 130 filed July 30, 1999,— 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Cancel claims 1-21. 

Please amend the following claims: 



s 



22. [amended] An article having on at least a portion of it 
surface a coating [comprised] consisting essentially of, in 
order : 

strike layer [comprised] consisting essentially of 
zirconium, titanium or zirconium-titanium alloy on said surface ; 
and 

layer [comprised] consisting essentially of zirconium 
compound, titanium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound 
on said strike laver. 
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24 ..[ amended] The article of claim 23 wherein said layer 
[comprised] consisting essentially of zirconium compound, 
titanium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound [is 
comprised] consists essentially of zirconium compound or 
zirconium-titanium alloy compound . 

26. [amended] The article of claim 24 wherein said layer 
[comprised] consisting essentially of zirconium, titanium or 
zirconium-titanium alloy [is comprised] consists essentially of 
zirconium or zirconium-titanium alloy. 

27. [amended] The article of claim 25 wherein said layer 
[comprised] consisting essentially of zirconium, titanium or 
zirconium-titanium alloy [is comprised] consists essentially of 
zirconium or zirconium-titanium alloy. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-21 have been canceled. Claims 22, 24, 26 and 27 
have been amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Date 



Myron B. Kapustij 
Registration No. 26,748 
Masco Corporation 
21001 Van Born Road 
Taylor, Michigan 48180 
(313) 792-6298 
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